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 If you see smoke on the western horizon in the next couple of months, check with the 
Forest Service before panicking.  The Pagosa Ranger District is planning to burn 
approximately 750 acres in the Turkey Springs area near Forest Service Roads #629 and 
#919 sometime between September 15 and December 1, 2014. The actual dates of burning 
operations will be dependent on weather and fuels conditions.

Burning operations will be conducted by district personnel and other fire resources from the 
San Juan National Forest. The purpose is to reduce hazardous ground fuels, reduce the risk 
of unplanned catastrophic wildfire and restore ponderosa pine ecosystems.

Some area trails may be closed on burn days and immediately following burning. For 
additional information, please contact Fred Ellis, Assistant Fire Management Officer (Fuels), 
Pagosa Ranger District (970) 264-1541.

If you are planning on burning slash on your property, please remember that all open 
fires require a burn permit from the Pagosa Fire Protection District (PFPD).  Recreational fires 
do not require a permit, however a permit is recommended.  Permits may be obtained at the 
PFPD Administrative Office at 191 N. Pagosa Blvd. from Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm. (closed 12:00-1:00 for lunch).  Fire permits are $10.00 and are good from the time of 
purchase until the end of the calendar year in which they are purchased.  Permits are good 
for one address only and may be used multiple times.

Some of you may have missed last month's chipping day.  If you're interested in having 
slash chipped and would like to participate in another chipping day, please contact me.  We'll 
need at least five property owners to make it worth while to get the reduced rate.  The 
chipping rebate grant will be available through October or as long as the money lasts.
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